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VoiceThe Published by theExecutive BoardDORDTCOLLEGE
March, 1958
Dordt Seeks To Reduce Debt
72 Churches Join Hands
A Prayerful Plea
The Finance Committee of Dordt
College has everything in readiness
for the debt-reduction offerings to be
gathered in on Sunday, April 13. (A
few congregations are having this
offering on some Sunday shortly
after).
Seventy-two churches are partici-
pating. These are churches from
Classls OstfriesLand, Pella, Orange
City, Minnesota North, Minnesota
South, and Sioux Center. Never
before has the response to the needs
of Dordt College been so warm and
united. The Executive Board is very
grateful for the excellent planning
of the Finance Committee, for the
efficient help from our o£fice staff,
and for the willingness of OUT people
to meet our financial obligations.
The present debt on our building
totals $73,652.99. Our total assets
on buildings is $187,862.27. This, of
course, does not include our equip-
ment, library, and dormitory assets.
Often people ask: What are we to
give? This is difficult to answer.
Ability to give varies so much. Since
approximately eour thousand families
will be contributing, if the average
of $15.00 per family were realized,
our debt would practically be erased.
Is this possible?
Letters have been sent out to each
family. Each letter contains an en-
velope. The Finance Committee is
asking 'each family to use the envel-
ope so that a record can be kept of
the gifts received. However, the
majoritv of consistories have also
designated the loose monies which
come in 'on this offer-ing for the
Dordt debt-reduction purpose.
This offering should not be con-
fused with other offerings which are
taken through-out the year in our
churches for the general, running ex-
penses. This offering is strictly for
(Continued on page 2)
A few days ago someone handed us a little book on prayer. Usually these
pamphlets offer next to nothing beyond the ordjnary. well-known problems
associated with prayer life. This booklet in general does not differ from
others. It, tells us that Christians must pray more. have more faith in pray-
er. be more systematic in prayer, etc., etc.
One thing impressed us. however. Even though this too is nothing
new. We mean, of course. new in theory. It was this: The author vigor-
ously contended for greater emphasis upon prayer' in our campaign for King-
dom funds.
We thought the writer scored a real point here. God's church and king-
dom has its finance boards, its planning committees, its strategy forces. The
technique of money raising endeavors gets full scale attention - letters. an-
nouncements, brochures, pamphlets - all properly timed.
The machinery is well-oiled. Not that there is no stubborn. resistance.
Talk to any serious. concerned. ardent planner in the kingdom. You will hear
enough about resistance. Even God's people do not easily part with money.
One has to prove his point - thrice over - if he is to gain a little share of
even the Christian's purse.
Yes _ the -machinery is well-oiled. But when the work is being done
and the results are anxiously being tallied. what creeps over the conscientious
soul? Something whispers gently but steadily to his souL "One thing thou
lackest _ prayer:' There it is, working for God without God. Maybe that
is where we Calvinists have failed in several of our efforts in missions and
the field of Christian education.
God desires to have His place. He remains a jealous God. Jealous of
our dependence upon Him and our love to Him. And remember, it takes God
to open His people's hearts. to arouse His children's love and interest. to
claim that part of the purse which His cause seeks. All kinds of techniques
-but basically God.
Dardt College is God's cause. Through its leaders, God's people are be-
ing contacted for financial help. The machinery is working. We ask that
the one thing often lacking may be there also. Prayer! Will you pray for
this drive _ ministers. teachers. elders. deacons. parents. students? Perhaps
this is the answer we have so long been looking for - the answer to partial.
incomplete successes.
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IIr,
Many of our modern ideas and
practices in higher education stem
from the medieval methods used in
the first universities. We still use
the lecture method for the most part
with students taking such notes as
will help them to recall basics in
the course. We als-o still use the
same gradations in recognition of
academic attainment, the bachelor's,
master's and doctor's degree.
When we analyze the educational
situation, we also agree with the
medieval emphasis on the student
professor relationship. In the medie-
val period students often followed a
famous professor when he moved to
another school. So to us a school is
not first of alf a matter of bricks and
mortar. We believe that the faculty
and the curriculum are basic in e-du-
cation. However, it is possible tu
reach extremes in this emphasis. in
opposition to overelaboration in fac-
ilities, some educators have offered
the somewhat naive, elliptical, Idyl-
lic, and overworked notion that Mark
Hopkins On one end and a student
on the other end 'of a log may consti-
tute a school. (Mark Hopkins per-
sonifies the ultimate in effective
teaching). While stressing an essen-
tial, this approach suffers from ex-
treme oversimplification to say the
least.
The Mark Hopkins idea assumes
a devotion to the academic disci-
plines to the exclusion of other edu-
cational values. That sort of devo-
tion did not 'characterize the student
of the medieval period; it was lack-
ing in the subsequent centuries; and
it is certainly a rarity today. Edu-
cation, while emphasizing the devel-
opment and mastery of mental dis-
ciplines, cannot ignore the other as·
pects of learning and personal de-
velopment. And so the log and
Mark Hopkins can serve part of the
students day and Ilde but not all of
it.
Focusing our attention now on
Dordt, I presume that you have sens-
ed the analogy. We 'began with th,
minimum essentials: instructors, cur-
r lculum, library, classroooms. How-
ever, we did not naively assume that
all Dordt students would find men-
tal gymnastics so diverting that the
academic disciplines would complete-
ly serve their needs. While the of-
fice also served as store room we
turned the originally planned store
room into a student lounge in an
effort to reduce the social interplay
in the library. We appreciated the
planning and fine construction of
the original plant. The modern tac-
ilities lent themselves admirably tu
the- educational task 'of a limited en-
rollment. The fine beginning stood
as a monument to the faith and vi-
sion of those who supported the col-
lege movement.
In spite of the good beginnings,
it may be presumed that no one
would have been happy had the first
racntttes remained adequate for years
to come. Even so, perhaps few an-
ticipated that the prospects of in-
creased enrollments would so soon
demand expansion. As in all areas
of Christian endeavor, the new cau se
for rejoicing presented a new source
of challenge. We are thankful that
the challenge was met with alacrity
and vision. This year at Dcrdt we
have benefited in the use of the
new facilities in many ways.
Our housing squeeze has been alle-
viated with the new dining accom-
modations. Local residents are be-
coming more amenable to the idea
of furnishing quarters for Dordt
students since the burden and respon-
sibility of feeding has been removed.
To the credit of the student, it must
be added that they are proving to be
desirable tenants. The dining facil-
ities have also kept the students on
the campus for between meal snacks.
The temptation' to skip chapel for
that purpose has thus also oeen eltm-
mated.
With provisions 'for recreation and
lounging facilities, student surplus
energy has gone into ping pong and
repartee. Often discussions begun in
class will he continued over a cup
of coffee. Here also the controver-
sial political and social issues-of the
day receive an airing. As Solomon
said, "Iron sharpenebh iron; so a
man sharpeneth the countenance of
his friend." Certainly, a wortbwhdte
and necessary phase of college life.
The new o:f.ficewith its private
rooms has been a real boon to the
operation of the school. Happily,
Rev. Van Schouwen, the spiritual
advisor, can now carryon his work
in complete privacy. Everyone can
appreciate the fact that this neces-
sary and important work cannot he
done effectively where a confidence
does not have the benefit of confin-
Ing walls.
The chapel-gymnasium has served
its basic purposes admirably. Since
the transfer of chapel services to
the auditorium, the size of the form-
er assembly room is still in demand
for the larger classes. Without the
gymnasium faciliities 'Wewould have
found it impossible to satisfy the
state's demands in the field of phy-
sical tra infng. Increased enrollm-ents
made it impossible to schedule the
'Physical training classes in the local
Christian school. The auditorium
also serves the student body admira-
bly as a home for their school pro-
grams and social functions .
The new science room is awaltdng
the installation of equipment and an
instructor. In keeping with the de-
mands of the state approval commit-
tee these will be provided before the
opening of the 1958 school year.
Meanwhile, the room has served
usefully as a place for band rehear-
sals and as headquarters for the stu-
dent publications, the Dordt 'Diamond
and the Signet.
Adjacent to the science room one
finds the faculty lounge. Here the
instructors find place for academic
discussions and deliberations on such
matters as rightfully must he con-
,fined to faculty ears. The faculty
lounge has also provided a more
comfortable home for the executive
hoard and the finance board as they
meet to carryon the direction of the
college.
We believe that the readiness to
expand with the evident need has
done much to further establish the
junior college idea in our area. There
is a very noticeable improvement in
the student "esprit de corps". As we
'entertain visitors from distant places
from time to time, we wish that our
loyal supporters could share in the
glow of pride which we feel as these
express their surprise over the size-
able beginning which has been
achieved here in the West.
I am sure that I speak fOT the
entire faculty when I say that we
greatly appreciate the dine facilities
which constitute the physical phase
of trying to establish a worthy insti-
tution of higher learning. You have
presented us with a challenge. We
would feel that .we were remiss in
our responsibilities if we did not
try to improve the instructional pro-
-gram to keep pace with the enlarge-
ment of our physical assets. In the
next issue of the Voice, therefore,
we hope to expand on that aspect of
progress at Dordt.
Nick R. Val} Til
----v--~-
Debt Reduction Drive
Continued from first page)
the payment of our new addition. .,
It was thought better by the Execu-
tive Board to have one offering from
all our 'churches for this purpose
than to organize a drive with house
to house contacts. It is hoped that
our people will consider this when
they plan their gift for this Sunday,
April 13.
Since announcements are coming
out in the church bulletins on the
details of the offering, all our con-
stituents are asked to pay special
attention to them.
We invite our people to study the
pictures in this issue of our new ad-
dition. Surely God has blessed Dordt
Colfege with wonderful facilities
which have become ours at reason-
able cost. How thankful we can be!
----v
Thank You
It was deeply gratifying to exper-
ience the response to the request for
donations of canned foods for the
Cafeteria. We received many and
various items of canned and fresh
foods. plus other necessities for the
kitchen.
It is impossible to acknowledze all
donations with a personal "thank
you". Herewith we extend our hear-
tiest thanks and a'onrectation to all
who so generously 'gave of their sup-
ply. Those who wish to have their
empty jars back are asked to contact
Mrs. Lantlnsa by Anril 15.
We also .wlsh to thank all who so
graciously open their homes and in-
vite our out of town students for
Sunday meals. Mrs. H. Lantinga
1•
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Interior Views of New Addition
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